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part of zoology as the systematic and morphological matters that fill 
the pages of this otherwise excellent work. From a mechanical 
standpoint the book is well put together. A convenient arrangement 
of small and large type helps to give light and shade. An excellent 
index has the added convenience of indicating by the use of expo- 
nents whether a name is found in the upper or lower half of the 
page. Typographical errors are relatively few though Rabl-Riickhard 
is misspelled on page 193 and its hyphen is omitted on page 321. 
The illustrations are mostly familiar if not actually threadbare and 
for some strange reason almost all from the older Claus and Sedg- 
wick are much less satisfactorily printed than in the earlier work. 
Notwithstanding such shortcomings, the volume as a whole has very 
much for genuine commendation, though its size promises to put the 
work when completed on the shelves of the teacher rather than in 
the hands of the pupil. 

G. H. P. 

Aldrich's Catalogue of North American Diptera. 1 — Catalogue- 
making is often a thankless task, but skillfully and conscientiously 
done, the results are of the utmost importance in all systematic work 
in biology. American entomology has been especially fortunate in 
its cataloguers of the two-winged insects. The last is Professor 
J. M. Aldrich, who has just produced a voluminous work of 680 
pages, containing full lists and bibliographies of all known American 
species of Diptera north of South America. The work has been a 
stupendous one, involving most of the author's available time for the 
past eight years. It is, however, far more than a mere bibliograph- 
ical catalogue of genera and species, since it contains many critical 
notes on the distribution and validity of the forms catalogued. One 
is surprised at the amount of work that has been accomplished in the 
order since the appearance of Baron Osten-Sacken's Catalogue in 
1878. The number of known species has been nearly doubled, 
reaching now more than eight thousand, while the proportion of 
increase in the genera has been even greater, there being 1230 recog- 
nized as valid in Professor Aldrich's catalogue. 

Entomologists can only be grateful for this labor of love on the 
author's part, for it will mark the beginning of a new epoch in the 
study of these insects. The writer has examined the catalogue very 

1 Aldrich, J. M. A Catalogue of North American Diptera (or Two-winged 
Flies). Smithsonian Misc. Coll., vol. 46, 680 pp., 1905. 
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carefully, and is surprised at the remarkably small number of errors 
it contains, whether of omission or of commission. Not all will agree 
with the author in some of his views as expressed in his arrange- 
ments and distribution, though they seem for the most part well 
founded. But that matters little ; the information is all there, and 
one does not have to follow the author if he has good reasons for 
not doing so. 

S. W. W. 

Barron's Old Whaling Days. 1 — This interesting narrative may 
be classed with Bullen's Cruise of the Cachalot as a whaling epic, 
written by one who started as a cabin boy and eventually became 
master. Bullen gave us an account of the capture of sperm whales 
in temperate and tropical seas; Captain Barron takes us to the arctic 
regions in pursuit of the Greenland right whales that follow close 
along the edge of the ever-changing ice pack. 

Sailing first in 1849, Barron made seventeen voyages to the arctic 
waters, chiefly west of Greenland, in pursuit of seals and whales and 
gives a graphic account of the many dangers encountered in the sud- 
den shiftings of the ice, the frequent gales and storms, and the bitter 
cold. About 185 1, ships' crews commenced the practice of winter- 
ing in the Cumberland Sound region that they might pursue the 
whales with the first return of the sun after the long arctic night. 
The introduction of steam whalers in the late 50's did away with 
many of the hardships that sailing vessels imposed upon their crews. 
For many years, Hull, England, was the chief clearing port for the 
arctic whalers, but by 1869 the trade was abandoned there. 

Although the author does not pretend to any scientific knowledge, 
he tells a number of interesting facts in regard to the habits of 
whales and other animals. It is stated that one right whale, on 
being struck, sounded at once and in 3J minutes ran out 3600 feet 
of line indicating a speed of about 1000 feet a minute, which must 
be unusual for this species. The whale was then hauled up dead, 
having struck the sea bottom with such force as to break its neck. 
Barron also makes the interesting observation that thousands of 
young harp seals are sometimes killed in gales by the floe ice break- 
ing and driving over them. 

The main value of this book is in preserving a record of the 
perils and hardships suffered by the hardy whalers of a past genei _ a- 

1 Barron, William. Old Whaling Days. William Andrews & Co., Hull ; A. 
Brown & Sons, London, [1905]. i2mo, x + 211 pp. 3/6. 



